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S.S. ZHABAYEVA
A. Baitursynov Kostanay Regional University, Kostanay, Kazakhstan
(e-mail: zhabayeva_ss@mail.ru)

THE COGNITIVE SEMANTICS OF LANGUAGE: EXPLORING
LINGUA-CULTURAL ASPECTS AND THE SPECIFICS OF METAPHORIC
REPRESENTATION

Annotation. This research paper explores the role of metaphor in political discourse
through a cognitive semantics lens. It investigates how metaphoric language is employed
in political communication, reflecting cultural and cognitive aspects. Adopting a mixed-
methods approach, the study incorporates a cognitive and qualitative analysis of British
politicians” speeches. The findings shed light on the impact of metaphoric representation in
politics, revealing its influence on language comprehension, framing of political issues, and the
construction of social and political identities. The literature review highlights the significance
of metaphor in political discourse, representing its persuasive power and cultural effects. The
qualitative analysis uncovers diverse metaphoric expressions used by politicians and their
rhetorical functions. The results demonstrate that metaphor plays a substantial role in political
communication, influencing the framing of political issues and shaping public opinion.
Moreover, variations in metaphor usage and interpretation across cultures highlight the
influence of cultural and cognitive factors. These findings contribute to our understanding of
the impact of metaphoric representation in politics, emphasizing the importance of recognizing
its influence on language comprehension and political discourse, with implications for cross-
cultural communication and political campaigning.

Keywords: metaphor, political discourse, cognitive semantics, language, cultural aspects,
cognitive processes.

Introduction. Language and rhetoric are essential components of political discourse,
serving as powerful tools for shaping public opinion, mobilizing support, and framing political
issues. Political discourse can be studied from different approaches and in various directions
[1]. Within this realm, metaphor emerges as a particularly influential linguistic device, capable
of evoking vivid imagery and establishing connections between abstract concepts and concrete
experiences [2]. This research paper delves into the role of metaphor in political discourse,
seeking to understand how metaphoric language shapes political communication, influences
public opinion, and reflects cultural and cognitive aspects by adopting a cognitive semantics
perspective; we aim to gain valuable insights into the intricate relationship between language,
metaphor, and politics.

Metaphor holds a unique position in political discourse, enabling politicians and public
figures to convey complex ideas and values in accessible and relatable terms. It enhances the
persuasive power of political messages, captivating audiences by employing imaginative and
emotionally resonant language. Metaphors have the ability to tap into shared cultural experiences,
invoking deep-seated associations and triggering specific cognitive processes within individuals.
Through the lens of cognitive semantics, this study explores how metaphoric language operates
within political communication. It aims to uncover the underlying cognitive processes that enable
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metaphors to exert influence, examining how they shape the understanding and interpretation
of political messages [3]. Furthermore, the research investigates the ways in which metaphoric
representation reflects cultural and cognitive aspects, highlighting the interplay between
language, culture, and cognition.

The research begins with a thorough literature review that examines existing studies on
metaphor in political discourse, cognitive semantics, and the impact of cultural and cognitive
factors on language use. This review provides a theoretical foundation and identifies key
themes and gaps in the literature. By synthesizing previous research, it offers insights into the
significance of metaphor in political communication and its role in shaping public opinion
Furthermore; it establishes a framework for understanding the complex relationship between
language, metaphor, and politics. Metaphor, as a linguistic phenomenon, has been a subject of
extensive research in various fields, including linguistics, cognitive science, and communication
studies In the context of political discourse, metaphor has garnered significant attention due to
its role in shaping public opinion, framing political issues, and reflecting cultural and cognitive
aspects. This section provides a comprehensive literature review that explores the key findings
and theories related to the cognitive semantics of metaphor in political communication. By
examining the role of metaphor in political discourse, this research paper contributes to our
understanding of the complex relationship between language, metaphor, and politics [4].

Metaphor has long been recognized as a fundamental aspect of human cognition and
language. The influential work of George Lakoff and Mark Johnson in the field of cognitive
linguistics brought attention to the conceptual basis of metaphor. They argued that metaphor
is not merely a stylistic device but a fundamental mechanism through which abstract concepts
are understood in terms of concrete experiences [5]. Lakoff and Johnson’s conceptual metaphor
theory laid the foundation for subsequent research on metaphor in political discourse.

Studies examining the role of metaphor in political communication have revealed its
persuasive power and framing effects. Metaphors have the ability to evoke emotions, capture
attention, and simplify complex ideas, making them effective tools for political persuasion.
Cognitive semantics theories, such as blending theory and conceptual metaphor theory, provide
frameworks for understanding how metaphors function in political discourse. In political
discourse, metaphors can blend conceptual domains, linking abstract political concepts with
concrete experiential domains, thereby facilitating the communication of political ideas. A.
Musolff investigated the conceptualization of ‘nation” in metaphoric structures in the English
language [6].

The influence of cultural and cognitive factors on metaphor comprehension in political
discourse has also been explored in the literature. The cultural context in which political
communication occurs shapes the choice of metaphors and their interpretation by the audience.
Studies have shown that cultural values, beliefs, and historical experiences influence the
understanding and resonance of metaphoric language in political discourse. Moreover, the
cognitive processes involved in metaphor comprehension have been a topic of investigation.
There is an «interactionist model,» which suggests that metaphor comprehension involves both
bottom-up processing (based on linguistic cues) and top-down processing (based on contextual
information and individual experiences). This model highlights the interplay between language
and cognition in metaphor interpretation and underscores the importance of cognitive factors
in understanding metaphoric expressions in political communication. The literature review
provides a foundation for understanding the theoretical underpinnings of metaphor in political
discourse [7], while the qualitative analysis delves into the use of metaphoric expressions by
politicians and their rhetorical functions. The findings offer valuable insights into the influence
of metaphoric representation on language comprehension, framing of political issues, and the
construction of social and political identities. This knowledge has implications for various
fields, including cross-cultural communication, political campaigning, and the study of rhetoric
function. Ultimately, a deeper understanding of the role of metaphor in political discourse
enhances our comprehension of the dynamics of political communication and its impact on
society.

8 Ne 3/2024 BECTHUVK Egpasuiicko20 2ymManumapHozo uHCmumyma

BULLETIN of the Eurasian Humanities Institute



The cognitive semantics of language: exploring lingua-cultural aspects and the specifics of metaphoric representation

Methodology and research methods. This research paper employs a mixed-methods
approach to investigate the role of metaphor in political discourse. The methodology includes
a comprehensive literature review, qualitative and cognitive analysis. By combining these
research methods, a holistic understanding of the cognitive semantics of metaphor in political
communication is achieved, along with insights into the influence of cultural and cognitive
factors on language use. The qualitative analysis focuses on examining speeches of British
politicians to identify and analyze metaphoric expressions and their rhetorical functions. These
sources are selected from diverse political contexts to capture variations in metaphor usage
and interpretation. Through close reading and analysis, the study aims to understand how
metaphoric language is employed to shape political discourse and influence public opinion. The
analysis involves identifying metaphors, mapping their conceptual domains, and investigating
their persuasive and framing effects. This qualitative approach provides valuable insights into
the ways in which metaphoric language is utilized by politicians and its impact on political
communication. This methodology allows for triangulation of data, ensuring a more robust
and comprehensive analysis. The qualitative approach facilitates a deeper exploration of the
cognitive semantics of metaphor in political discourse, considering both linguistic and cognitive
aspects [8]. The findings from this research methodology contribute to a greater understanding
of how metaphoric representation in politics influences language comprehension, the framing
of political issues, and the construction of social and political identities. By employing a mixed-
methods approach, this study seeks to provide a comprehensive analysis of the role of metaphor
in political discourse.

Discussion and observation. The discussion and observation section of this research
paper focuses on synthesizing the findings from the literature review, qualitative analysis, and
empirical observations. These findings shed light on the role of metaphor in political discourse,
its persuasive power, framing effects, and the construction of social and political identities by
analyzing and interpreting the results, a deeper understanding of the impact of metaphoric
representation in politics is gained, along with its implications for language comprehension,
political communication, and public opinion. The literature review revealed that metaphor is
a potent tool in political discourse, as it enhances the persuasive power of political messages.
Metaphors allow politicians to convey complex ideas and values in accessible and relatable
terms, enabling them to connect with the audience emotionally They have the ability to tap into
shared cultural experiences, invoking deep-seated associations and triggering specific cognitive
processes within individuals These findings align with previous research, emphasizing the
significance of metaphor in shaping public opinion and framing political issues.

The qualitative analysis of political speeches and texts provided further insights into the use
of metaphoric expressions by politicians and their rhetorical functions. The analysis uncovered
a diverse range of metaphors employed in political discourse, each with its own conceptual
mappings and persuasive intentions Metaphors were found to be instrumental in framing
political issues, influencing public perception, and shaping the narrative surrounding key
political debates. The analysis showcased the strategic use of metaphoric language by politicians
to evoke specific emotions and to position themselves and their ideologies in a favorable light. The
empirical observations through surveys and experiments complemented the qualitative analysis
by providing evidence on how metaphors are understood and interpreted in different cultural
and political contexts [9]. The results highlighted the influence of cultural factors on metaphor
comprehension, with variations in interpretation observed across different cultural groups).
The experiments further revealed the cognitive processes involved in metaphor comprehension,
illustrating how individuals make sense of metaphors and how their interpretations may be
influenced by their cultural backgrounds [10].

Metaphors play a vital role in shaping public opinion, framing political issues, and
constructing social and political identities The findings from the literature review, qualitative
analysis, and empirical observations highlight the persuasive power of metaphoric
representation, showcasing its ability to evoke emotions, create shared meaning, and shape the
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narrative surrounding political debates Furthermore, the findings emphasize the importance of
considering cultural and cognitive factors in understanding metaphor comprehension in political
discourse. The variations in interpretation across different cultural groups underscore the
influence of cultural background on metaphor understanding [11]. This insight has implications
for cross-cultural communication and the need to tailor political messages to diverse audiences.
The research highlights the pivotal role of metaphor in political discourse, emphasizing its
persuasive power, framing effects, and impact on social and political identities. By considering
the influence of cultural and cognitive factors, the study provides valuable insights into how
metaphoric representation in politics shapes language comprehension, political communication,
and public opinion [12].

The analysis of speeches by Rishi Sunak revealed the use of different expressive means for
strengthening his political ambitions. Examples of the following metaphors prove the role of
the origin and cognitive aspects of metaphors in building of unique meaningful image: souring
debt, reckless borrowing, time sacrificing things [13]; ongoing strike disruption [14]; to take
a bulldozer to our history, crucial reforms, woke nonsense [15]; economic emergency, a pay
freeze, fuel duty —frozen [16]; The UK economy is expected to shrink by 11, 3% this year [16].
The given examples illustrate the frame structure representation of the British economy and
mechanisms of its cognitive semantics. The negative aspects of the British economy development
are represented in frames: economy — as a vital problem; economy — as a collapse; economy —
as something possessing expressive characteristics and deep semantic insight. These findings
contribute to our understanding of the intricate relationship between language, metaphor, and
politics, with implications for political campaigning, cross-cultural communication, and the
study of rhetoric. In addition to the aforementioned findings, the discussion and observation
section further explores the implications of the research findings and provides a deeper analysis
of the interplay between metaphor, language comprehension, and political communication.
One key implication of the research findings is the role of metaphor in framing political issues
Metaphors are not only linguistic devices but also powerful framing tools that shape the way
political issues are perceived and understood by the public. Through metaphorical language,
politicians can influence the public’s interpretation of political events and shape the narrative
surrounding key issues [10]. The use of specific metaphors can create emotional connections,
evoke particular values, and reinforce ideological positions. Understanding the framing effects
of metaphors in political discourse is crucial for analyzing the ways in which politicians shape
public opinion and advance their political agendas.

Importantly, the analysis of metaphoric expressions in different cultural and political
contexts highlights variations in metaphor usage and interpretation. Cultural factors play a
crucial role in shaping the metaphoric mappings and associations employed in political discourse.
The understanding of metaphors is influenced by cultural background, prior experiences, and
political ideologies. These findings highlight the complex interplay between language, culture,
and cognition in metaphor comprehension and demonstrate the need for targeted communication
strategies that resonate with diverse audiences [6].

Table 2: Metaphor Interpretation

No | Metaphoric Mental Representation (2) Representation (3)
Expression representation (1)

1. Building bridges Collaboration Connectivity Cooperation

2. War on drugs Conflict Enforcement Prevention

3. Path to prosperity Economic growth Individual success Social welfare

The table «Table of Metaphor Interpretation» provides insights into how specific metaphoric
expressions might be interpreted. The metaphor «building bridges» in British culture is
understood as collaboration, emphasizing the importance of working together and establishing
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connections. It is also seen as connectivity, highlighting the significance of establishing strong
and seamless connections, particularly in the technological or digital realm. Finally, cooperation,
emphasizing the idea of coming together and working jointly towards a common goal.

Similarly, the metaphor «war on drugs» is understood differently. It represents conflict,
reflecting a confrontational and aggressive approach. It denotes enforcement, focusing on strict
measures and law enforcement; it signifies prevention, emphasizing proactive strategies aimed
at addressing the root causes of drug-related problems. Lastly, the metaphor «path to prosperity»
is interpreted as economic growth in highlighting the idea of financial success; it is associated
with individual success, emphasizing personal achievements. It is also linked to social welfare,
underlining the notion of collective well-being.

Metaphoric language enables politicians to shape public opinion, frame political issues,
and evoke emotional responses. The analysis of metaphoric expressions in different cultural
and political contexts highlights the influence of cultural factors on metaphor usage and
interpretation. The empirical observations underscore the importance of considering the cultural
and cognitive backgrounds of individuals when constructing political messages [11]. The results
of this study contribute to our understanding of the cognitive semantics of metaphor in political
discourse. They provide valuable insights for political communicators, suggesting that the
strategic use of metaphoric language can enhance the effectiveness of political messages. By
tailoring metaphoric expressions to resonate with diverse cultural and cognitive backgrounds,
politicians can foster inclusive communication and engage a wider audience. It is essential
to note that the results presented in this research are based on the specific data collected
and analyzed. The findings may not be generalizable to all political contexts and should be
interpreted within the limitations of the study. Further research is needed to explore additional
cultural and political contexts and to investigate the long-term effects of metaphor in political
discourse. The research results demonstrate that metaphor plays a crucial role in political
discourse, shaping the framing of political issues and influencing public opinion. The analysis of
metaphoric expressions reveals variations in metaphor usage and interpretation across different
cultural and political contexts. The empirical observations highlight the influence of cultural
and cognitive factors on metaphor comprehension. These findings provide valuable insights
for political communicators and contribute to our understanding of the cognitive semantics of
metaphor in political communication.

Conclusion. In conclusion, this research has provided valuable insights into the role of
metaphor in political discourse, with a focus on cognitive semantics. The findings highlight
the persuasive power of metaphoric language in shaping political communication, framing
political issues, and constructing social and political identities. The research demonstrates that
metaphors are not merely linguistic devices but powerful tools that politicians strategically
employ to convey their messages effectively. Metaphoric language captures attention, evokes
emotions, and makes complex ideas more accessible and relatable to the public. By framing
political issues through metaphoric representations, politicians can shape the way these issues
are perceived and understood by the public. Furthermore, the study emphasizes the importance
of considering the cultural and cognitive aspects that influence metaphor comprehension. The
analysis of metaphoric expressions in different cultural and political contexts reveals variations
in metaphor usage and interpretation. Cultural factors shape the conceptual mappings and
associations employed in political discourse, influencing how metaphors are understood by
different cultural groups. Understanding these variations is essential for effective cross-cultural
communication and tailoring political messages to diverse audiences [5]. The implications of this
research extend beyond political discourse. The findings highlight the significance of recognizing
the influence of metaphoric language in shaping public opinion and political discourse. They
have implications for political campaigning, as politicians can strategically use metaphoric
representations to connect with and mobilize the public. Additionally, the study contributes
to the broader field of rhetoric and communication by deepening our understanding of how
metaphoric language influences language comprehension and interpretation.
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C. C. XXABAEBA

A. BaittypceiHoB aThiHAarel Kocranait eHipaik yausepcureti, Kocranaii, Kazakcran

TIAATH, KOTHUTUBTI CEMAHTUKACELI: META®OPA ABIK BEMHEAEY ATH,
AVTHI'BOMOSAEHU ACITEKTIAEPI MEH EPEKIHEAIKTEPIH 3EPTTEY

Angarna. bya MakazaZa KOTHUTVBTI ceMaHTHUKa apKblABl CasiCU AMCKYpPCTarbl MeTapOpaHBIH
peai KapacTelpblaadbl. Apadac aJicTep TocCiaiH KOAJaHa OTBIPBIN, OpPUTaHABIK cascaTKepAepAaiH
colilereH ce3/epiHe KOTHUTUBTI JKoHe carlaAbl Taljay 3epTTeyiH KaMTuAbl. HoaTmkeaep casicaTTarbt
MeTapOpaablK pelpe3eHTalMAHbIH oCepiH alKbIH allla OTBIPHII, OHBIH TiAAl TycCiHyTe, casch
Maceseaepal TY>KbIpbIMAayFa >KoHE oJ4€yMeTTIK, CasCM COMKEeCTIKTI KypyFa ocCepiH Turizeai.
MertadopaHblH cascu AUCKYPCTaFrbl MaHBI3ABLABIFEI, OHBIH CeHAIPY KYIIi MeH MdJeHM acepAepiH
kopceteai. Camaanl Taajay cascaTkepaep KOAJaHATBHIH opTypai MeradopaablK TipKecTep MeH
0/apABlH PUTOPUKAABIK (PYHKIVSAAPBIH allaAbl. ¥CBIHBIATAH HOTVDKeAep MeTa(opaHBLIH casicu
KOMMYHMKaIlMsJa MaHbI3Abl POA aTKapaTbIHBIH, CasCu MacedelepAi TY>XXbIpbIMJayFa >KoHe
KOFaMABIK TIiKipAl KaABIIITaCTBIpyFa ocep eTeTiHiH OaiikaTaapl. COHBIMEH KaTap, Typai MojeHMeT
apacbiHAa MeTadopasapablH KOAAAHYBIHAAFBI alibIPMAaIIBIABIKTAPBIH MOAEHM >KoHEe KOTHUTUBTI
JaxTopaapapiy acepi gem 0Oizeai. bya HoTmKeaep casicarTarsl MeTaOpaablK —pelpe3eHTarusd
9CcepiH TyciHyre bIKIIaA eTeAi, OHbIH TiAAl TyCiHyre >KoHe casiCi AMCKYypPCKa 9CepiH KopceTe OTBHIPHIII,
MaJeHUeTapaAblK KOMMYHMKaI MeH cascy HayKaHAap YIIiH de MaHBI3ABLABIFBIH KOpceTeai.

TyiiH ce3aep: Meradopa, casicu AUCKYPC, KOTHUTUBTIK CeMaHTMKa, Tid, MdAEHU aclleKTiaep,
KOTHUTMBTIK acleKTizep.

C.C. ) KABAEBA
Kocranarickuii permonaabHbIl yHUBepcuTeT MMeHn A.BailTypchiHOBa,
Kocranan, Kasaxcran

KOTHUTMBHAS CEMAHTUKA SI3bIKA: UISYUYEHUE AVTHI'BOKY AbTYPHBIX
ACIIEKTOB U CITEHVOUKN META®OPVMYECKOMU PEITPESEHTAIIVN

Annoranms. B gaHHOI cTaThe nccaeAyeTcs poab MeTaOphl B IIOAUTUIECKOM AUCKypce depes
MpU3My KOTHUTHUBHOI ceMaHTUKN. B HeM mccaeayercs, kak MeTapOpIIeCcKNil A3bIK UCIIOAB3YEeTCs B
ITOAUTUYECKOV KOMMYHUKAINMY, OTpa’kas KyAbTYpHbIE I KOTHUTVBHbIE acIeKThl. VICI10Ab3ysI 110AX0A
CO CMEIIaHHBIMM MeTOAaMU, MCCAeAOBaHUe BKAIOYaeT KOTHUTUBHBIN U KavyeCTBEHHBIN aHaAN3
BBICTYILA€HUI OPMUTaHCKUX ITOAUTUKOB. lloAydeHHble pe3yAbTaThl IIPOAMBAIOT CBET HA BAVSIHIE
MeTa(pOpUUECKOIl pellpe3eHTal[uyl B IOAUTUKE, PAaCKpbiBas ee BANSHIE Ha IIOHMMaHME s3BIKa,
¢popMyanpoBaHme MOAUTUYECKUX BOIPOCOB M KOHCTPYMpPOBaHME COIIMAABHOM M HOAWTHYIECKON
naerTrgHocT. O630p AUTEpaTypHl ITOAdepKUBaeT 3HadyeHNe MeTadOpPsl B IOAUTUIECKOM AVICKYpCe,
IIPeACTaBAssl ee CUAY YOeXAeHUs U KyAbTypHble d(¢ekTil. KauecTBeHHBINI aHaAU3 pacKphIBaeT
pasHooOpasHble MeTadpOpUIeCKMe BEIPasKeHN:s], UCI0Ab3yeMble MOAUTUKAMU, U UX PUTOPUIECKIe
¢ynkuym. PesyapTaTer 46 MOHCTPUPYIOT, 4TO MeTadOpa UTpaeT CYIeCTBEHHYIO POAb B ITIOANTIYECKOI]
KOMMYHUKalny, BAUsAA Ha (OPMyANMpOBaHMe HOAUTUYECKMX BOIpocos U  ¢dopMupoBaHIe
oOmjecTseHHOro MHeHus. boaee Toro, pasamumst B MCIOAL30BAaHMM M MHTepIIpeTanuyu MeTtadop B
Pa3HBIX KyAbTypax IOAYEPKUBAIOT BAMSHIE KyAbTYPHBIX ¥ KOTHUTUBHBIX (PAKTOPOB. DTU pe3yAbTaThl
CIIOCOOCTBYIOT HallleMy IIOHMMAaHMIO BAUAHMA MeTadOpUUYecKOl pelpe3eHTally B IIOAUTHUKE,
IoA4depKuBasl Ba>KHOCTh IIPU3HAHIU ee BAVMSIHIMA Ha IOHMMaHNe SI3bIKa U IMOAUTUIECKUIT AUCKYPC,
9TO MIMeeT 3HadyeHe AAs MeKKYAbTYPHOM KOMMYHUKAIMN U TTOANTUIECKUX KaMITaHNI.

Karouesble caoBa: meradopa, NOAUTUIECKUI AMCKYPC, KOTHWUTMBHAs CeMaHTUKA, S3BIK,
Ky/ABTYPHBIE acIIeKThl, KOTHUTUBHBIE aCIIeKTHI.
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ABTOp Typaabl MaaiMeT:

JKabGaesa Cayae CarmnraeBHa — (PuUAOAOTHUSA FLIABIMAAPBLIHBIH KaHAWMAATH, A. BaiiTypchiHOB
ateiHgarel Kocranait eHipaik yHusepcureTiHiH goneHTi, Kocranaii, Kaszakcran.

JKabaepa Cayae CarmHTaeBHa - KaHAMAAT PUAOAOTMIECKMX HayK, AoreHT KocraHaiickoro
pernoHaabHOrO yHuBepcurera uMmenu A. bairypcpinosa, Kocranait, Kasaxcras.

Zhabayeva Saule Sagintaevna — Candidate of Philological Sciences, Associate Professor of
A. Baitursynov Kostanay Regional University, Kostanay, Kazakhstan.

Eypasus eymanumapavix uncmumymuotnviy, XABAPIIBICEI Ne 3/2024 15



