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MODELS OF WORLD CAPITALS IN THE PROSE
OF THE XXI CENTURY

Abstact. The paper dwells on the topical problem of modern literary criticism — the study of
the creation of a literary image — a model of the capitals of the world in prose of the XXI-st
century. The authors of the article also engages the following socially important issues, such as city
life, a little man the city, the problem of loneliness, aloofness of an individual. The work is directly
connected with in the actualization of the urban theme in literature at the beginning of the third
millennium. The article begins with a review of the theoretical literature on matters under
investigation. The methodological basis of the research is the works by the scholars, such as M.
Beville, A. Wessels, P. Torkamane, S.V. Pirogov, V.V. Tsurkan, T.l. Vasilieva, N.L. Karpicheva and
others. The following postmodern novels are the object of the research — Just Together (2004) by
French writer Anna Gavalda, The Book Without Photos (2011) by the Russian prose writer Sergei
Shargunov, White Orda (Ax Oppaa) (2005) by the Kazakh author Dukenbay Doszhan. Using
hermeneutic analysis of the selected literary works which depict the world capitals such as Paris,
Moscow and Nur-Sultan, we have identified the following models of the capital: 1. «Capital is a
chronotope»; 2. «Capital is a beautiful city»; 3. «Capital is a city of memories»; 4. «Capital is an
Orthodox city»; 5. «Capital is a city of career»; 6. «Capital is a symbol of a new country».

Key words: postmodernism, urban prose, model, capital.

Introduction. The work is directly connected with the actualization of urban themes in
literature at the beginning of the third millennium. «Urban perspective» of world literature to one
degree or another it has always captured and reflected changes in the social and cultural picture of
the world and writers of the early XXI-st century make their contribution to this direction of
imaginative recreation of the world surrounding them.

The aim of the research is to analyze the interpretation of pecularities of urban themes in
world prose at the beginning of the XXI-st century. In order to achieve this aim it is necessary to
solve the following targets: to analyze the structure of characters in the novels of writers from
different countries with different perception of the world — Anna Gavalda «Just together», Sergey
Shargunov «The book without photos» and Dukenbay Doszhan «White Orda» (Ak Orda), to
identify the relationship between character and artistic image of the city, where he lives; based on
the analysis to highlight the characteristics of the art model of the capital.

At the present moment in the world of literary studies rhe works connected with the urban
theme are relevant. It is enough to carry out monitoring of scientific articles for the last ten years.

In his article M. Beville assumes that postmodern artistic models of the city differ from
modernist models. As the a proof of this assumption, the work provides a comparative analysis of
the novels by Paul Oster «Glass city» and «lInvisible» and «Bright lights» and «Big city» by Jay
Mclnerney [1].

A. Wessels analyzes the novel by Michael Haynes «The invisible fury» from the perspective
of modernist poetics while finding intertextual relations with the works of famous writers of the
modernist period [2].

P. Torkamaneh involves deeply into the artistic space of the city in the novel «White noise»
by the American writer Donald Richard Delillo where the author shows the influence of the city on
the formation of the psychology of the main character [3].
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Models of world capitals in the prose of the XXI century

In his scientific article E. Rechniewski considers the theme of the city in the context of
modernism. He emphasizes that «the literature of experimental modernism that appeared in the last
years of the nineteenth century was the art of cities...» [4].

K.Versluys in his article analyzes the latest research on this topic. In his article the author
states that «the tendency to consider space as a connotative process and the urban world as a
creator of meaning leads to the steam of the city as a material reality» [5].

Thus, it is necessary to note that the rapid growth of cities unavoidably cause researchers to
take a significant interest in the problems of the city and its inhabitants. The city is also an object
of study of literary studies. The cities which have the status of capital are of particular significance
in the life of the country. Our article is based on an analytical description in the prose of the XXI-
st century of such world capitals as Paris (France), Moscow (Russia), Nur-Sultan (Kazakhstan).

Methods and research methodology. Several methods of studying the humanitarian
sciences are used in the proposed article. Scientists consider the methods of positivism and
hermeneutics as the most effective ones in determining urban models. The positivist strategy of
recognizing the city is necessary to explain the origin of urban life and urban processes and the
hermeneutical strategy is necessary to identify objects and phenomena characteristic of urban life
in the literature of particular people. On the basis of these strategies (positivism and hermeneutics)
we can distinguish the following paradigms: naturalism, structuralism, constructivism, and
phenomenology.

Researcher S.V. Pirogov considers the city as a separate process which plays an important
role not only in human life but also in society as a whole. The scientist considers the city as a
system which gives meaning to human life, produces products and is an ideological project of
social relations. The author of the article took into consideration common features for all spheres
of science [6].

Compared to S.V. Pirogov, researcher V.V. Tsurkan in his book «Anthology of artistic
concepts of the Russian literature of the XXth century» determines 4 models of the city from the
point of view of literary studies: «Organic and technocratic paradigms actualized in poetry and
prose of the XXth century a number of well-known models of the city in world literature. Let's
concentrate on some of them: 1) «City is a text», «city is a book»; 2) «city is a garden»; 3) «city is
an anti-world»; 4) «city is a farce» [7]. The innovation of our article is that we offer to consider
artistic models of the capital which have no analogues in former published scientific works.

Discussion and control. Having studied the above-mentioned scientific works we made our
research based on a comparative contrast of artistic images of such world capitals as Paris,
Moscow and Nur-Sultan. The novelty of our work is that these works were not studied in
comparative terms before. The novels selected for the research were written at the beginning of the
XXI-st century — in the period from 2004 to 2011. A bright pecularity of these works of art is that
the fate of the entire city is reflected through the fate of the characters.

In the history of the world literature there are not single novels in which the main actions of
the plot take place in Paris. It is enough to remember «Notre-Dame de Paris» (1831) by V. Hugo
or «Germinal» (1885) by E. Zola. The setting place of the novel «Just together» (2004) by the
French writer Anna Gavalda also became Paris. The work tells about the life of young people in
one of the European capitals and their loneliness.

Two paradigms harmonized in the concept of «city» in the twentieth century (the
technocratic approach and the organic approach). In accordance with the technocratic approach
the urban way of life is acknowledged as a function of production processes and the city itself as a
structure which can be designed and implemented down to the smallest details of the organization
of production and everyday life. In accordance with the organic approach the city is considered as
a social and cultural organism that has internal laws of development acting as a self-developing
whole in which the individual builds his existence according to the values of culture [7].

Describing the lives of four basic characters Anna Gavalda thoroughly analyzed two
main social problems. The first is the loneliness of the novel's characters in their youth (Frank,
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Camille, and Philibert).

The reason is a lack of love, conflicts in the family and as a result mental disbalances. For
instance, Camille Fock was deprived of understanding from her mother from infancy, so in adult
life she always felt lonely and abandoned. The second reason is loneliness in old age (Paulette).
The reason is the unwillingness of the grandson to take responsibility for the happiness and health
of his own grandmother, as a result of what he registered her in a boarding care center for the
elderly. It is important to note that Anna Gavalda gave many autobiographical features to the
image of Paulette. We should say that by the end of the novel the problem of loneliness in both
youth and old age was completely successfully solved. This phenomenon of «ideal anti-ideal» was
noted in the «Anthology of artistic concepts of the Russian literature of the XXth century» by
T.l1. Vasiliev, N.L. Karpichev, and V.V. Tsurkan: «Whereas temporal-spatial definitions in art and
literature are always emotionally and value-based, the concept of «city» incorporates ideals and
anti-ideals and is interpreted in relation to the soul of a particular individual and social reality in
General» [7]. Thus, one character can combine the features of an ideal and an anti-ideal.

In Anna Gavalda's «Just together» Paris is not just a background — a space where events
happen but at the same time the capital is a chronotope which connects space and time and is
reflected in the constant mental reproduction of words and feelings dear to the heart: «Luxurious
quarter...» — as Karina expressed about it. Camille remembered this as she stepped up the first of
the hundred and seventy-two steps of the back stairs that led to her pigeon house. Gorgeous,
you're right... She lived on the eighth floor of a luxurious house that overlooked the Champ de
Mars, and in that sense — Oh, Yes! — the place was gorgeous: standing on a stool and leaning over
with danger to life, you could see the top of the Eiffel tower on the right» [8, 16]. Anna Gavalda
tells about admiration of two girls-neighbors who are equally admired with the view of the whole
of Paris and the top of the Eiffel tower.

Consequently, the analysis of the novel «Just together» clearly shows the following models
of the capital: «capital — a chronotopey», «capital — a beautiful city», «capital — a city of
memories».

The reader becomes acquainted with the artistic image of the Russian capital in modern
Russian literature thanks to Sergey Shargunov's autobiographical novel «The book without
photos» (2011). In the first chapters of his work telling about the orthodox cathedrals of the capital
of Russia he connects memories of childhood with these cathedrals, so the model «capital is an
orthodox city» is formed. Later, Moscow in the 2000s is presented in the work as a model of
«capital is a city of career», as here big money and political power play the main role. Sergey — the
central character of the work — took part in the elections of the state Duma and lost. In turn, the fall
of the main character from the career ladder brought him to self — isolation and conscious
loneliness.

You can imagine the behavior of Muscovites, entering into the essence of the dialogue
between Sergei and the publisher after his defeat in the elections: «—I don't care. I'll write. «Where
to?» Flyers on poles? «What's important?» — Success [9, 120]. This is how we learn that
megapolis has made a bet on those who have achieved success and not on those who are looking
for justice but for the main character justice is decisive importance.

Sergey's problem is that he does not have a deep faith, inspite of the fact that his father is a
priest and, of course, taught his son the Law of God from his childhood. The main character
understands confidence as a form of counteraction to the soviet reality. Truth and justice are the
most important for the central character. The main character's search for truth led him to travel to
the Northern regions of Russia, to the post-war Chechen Republic, to revolutionary Kyrgyzstan,
and to Tskhinvali that was destroyed after the war. Then Sergey returned to the capital of Russia
where he again found himself in a strong claw of loneliness. Then the main character remembers
his historical roots: «Is your ancestral Vyatka village safe? Or has the taiga closed over it?» [9,
216]. As a result, Sergei Shargunov finishes his work as follows: his character arrives at the village
of Voskresenka. It is as if he has passed through nine circles of hell, like Dante in the divine
Comedy,
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and arrived at an advanced level, where his soul is resurrected to a new conscious life.

Thus, during the analysis of the work «The book without photos» by Sergey Shargunov we
selected the following models: «capital is an orthodox city», «capital is a career city».

Astana (nowadays Nur-Sultan) became the capital of the Republic of Kazakhstan in 1997.
Moving of the country's main city from the South to the North was a very labour-consuming
process for the country as a whole. This process is discussed in the widely known novel by
Dukenbay Doszhan «Ak Orda» (2005).

The writer constantly keeps two most interesting artistic images in the center of attention: the
image of the State Head and the image of Astana city. The image of the State Head is shown as a
purposeful and energetic leader during the narration of the construction stages of many capital
buildings: «And this time was the opportunity to imagine the outline of a high tower that will be
located in the center of the city and if you are lucky, you will get inspiration and draw an image
then think about where the object will be located and draw a project... Sketch — scheme came to
life... The President's pencil did not tremble, easily walking on the white paper, he added another
line to this version. In the lower part he put his signature» [10, 463].

Summing up the analysis of the novel «Ak Orda» by Dukenbay Doszhan we can see that the
model «capital is a symbol of a new country» appeared in Kazakh literature. Let's pay our
attention to the fact that this model has no analogues in the world literature.

Conclusion. Based on all of the above through hermeneutical analysis of the novels of our
contemporaries that describe such world capitals as Paris, Moscow and Nur-Sultan, we have
identified the following models of the capital:

1. «Capital — a chronotope».

2. «Capital — a beautiful city».

3. «Capital — a city of memories».

4. «Capital — an orthodox city».

5. «Capital — a city of career».

6. «Capital — a symbol of a new country».

Summarizing, we can note that the authors” works analyzed within the frame of the research
show the creation of a different type of the image of the capital: in the center of the French writer’s
work — this is typical of Western literature is the loneliness of characters in a multi — faceted
metropolis; in the Russian writer’s novel — as in many works of the second half of the XXth
century is the return of the hero to his origins, to the village, to faith; in the Kazakh writer’s work —
inspired by the latest changes in the country, new buildings are an enthusiastic perception of the
image of the country's leader and the majestic capital which emerged out of nowhere.

We consider that in this article we have achieved our goal and tasks that we set for ourselves,
that is: we analyzed the structure of characters in the novels «Just together» by Anna Gavalda,
«The book without photos» by Sergey Shargunov and «White Orda» (Ak Orda) by Dukenbay
Doszhan, identified the relationship between the character and the artistic image of the city where
he lives, based on the analysis we identified the characteristic features of the artistic model of the
capital. A comparative analysis of the works of different authors about world capitals allowed us
to see different models of building the image of the capital that reflects the author's vision of the
world.
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MOJIEJIM MUPOBBIX CTOJIMII B ITPO3E XXI BEKA

AHHoTanus. CTaThs MOCBAIIEHA aKTyaJIbHOM Mpo0IeMe COBPEMEHHOTO JINTEPATYPOBEACHHUS
— M3YYEHHUIO BOMPOCA CO3/IaHUS XYA0XKECTBEHHOTO 00pa3a — MOJENIH CTOJHUI] Mupa B mpo3e XXI
Beka. B cojiepkaHUM CTaThH TakKe 3aTPardBalOTCS TaKHE COIMAILHO 3HAYMMBIC BOTIPOCHI, Kak
ropojACKoil o0pa3 KHW3HH, Ccyapba MaJeHBKOTO 4YeJoBeKa B OOJBIIOM TOpoje, Mpobiema
OJIMHOYECTBA, 3aMKHYTOCTH JH4YHOCTH. Pabora HampsMylo cBsf3aHa C aKTyalusaluei
ypOaHUCTHYECKON TEMbI B JIUTEpAType B Hauajie TPEThero ThicsueneTus. B Havane craThu naeTcs
0030p TEOPETUUYECKOW JUTEPaTyphl IO HCCIeayeMOoMy BoOIpocy. MeTtoaonornueckon 0azou
WCCTIeI0BaHUS SBIISIOTCS TPYABI TAKUX Y4eHbIX, kKak M. besuii, A. Beccensc, 1. Topkamane, C.B.
[Muporos, B.B. Iypkan, T.M. Bacunbea, H.JI. KaprimueBa u ap. OO0bekTOM HCCIEIOBAHUS
SIBIIIIOTCS CICAYIOIIKE TMOCTMOAepHUCTCKHe poMmanbl: «IIpocto Bmecte» (2004) dpaniry3ckoii
nucarenbHullbl AHHBI ['aBanbna, «Kaura 6e3 ¢ortorpaduii» (2011) pycckoro mpo3aunka Cepres
[aprynoBa, «Ax Opma» («Ak Opmna») (2005) xazaxckoro aBropa JlykenOas [lockana. Ilyrem
FepMEHEBTUYECKOTO aHaliu3a BbIOPAHHBIX XYI0KECTBEHHBIX IPOU3BEACHUM, H300pa)karolnx
Takue MHpoBbIe croynibl, kak Ilapwxk, MockBa u Hyp-Cyntan, Hamu ObUIM  BBIJICICHBI
cienyomue Mmoaenu croiuipl: 1. «Cronuna — xpoHotony; 2. «Cronuiia — mpeKpacHbIil ropoay; 3.
«Cronuia — ropoj BocmoMuHanuin»; 4. «CTonuia — mpaBociaaBHbIA ropoay; 5. «Cronuia — ropoj
Kapbeepby; 6. «CTonuia — CAMBOJ HOBOM CTpaHbI».

KiroueBble cji0Ba: MOCTMOAEPHU3M, TOPOJICKAsl IPO3a, MOJAEIH, CTOJIHIIA.
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XX FACBIP ITPO3ACBIHJAT'BI OJIEM ACTAHAJIAPBIHBIH MOJAEJIbIEPI

AnpaTrna. Makana Ka3ipri 9/1eOMeTTaHy FbUIBIMBIHBIH ©3€KT1 MAcesleci CaHaJaThlH KOpKeM
o0Opa3 kacay MoceneciH 3epTreyre, OHBIH imiHae XXI| Facklp Npo3achIHIAFBl  dJIeM
acTaHaJIApPbIHBIH MOJICINIIH aHBIKTayFa apHalFaH. Makayiaja KajlaJlblK eMip CalIThl, YJIKeH KaJlaJdarbl
KIIIKEHTal aJlaMHBIH TaFAbIPbI, KAJFbI3/BIK, )KEKE TYJIFAHBIH OKIIAYITaHYbl CHAKTHI QJIEyMETTIK
MaHbI3/Ibl Macesenep KapacTbIpbuiraH. JKYMBIC YIIIHIII MBIH)XBUIIBIKTBIH OacklHOa onebuerte
Kaja TaKbIpBHIOBIH ©3CKTeHIIPYMEH Tikesel OailmanpIcThl. Makana Kaja TaKbIpbIOBIH 3€pTTey
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HBICAHBIHA aJIFaH TEOPHSUIBIK oAeOMEeTTepre IOy KacayldaH Oacranaibl. 3epTTey OapbhICHIHAA
M. beswmi, A. Beccenbc, II. Topkamane, C.B. Iluporos, B.B. ILypkan, T.U. Bacumbes,
H.JI. KapniuueB sxoHe T.0. FalbIMIapablH €HOCKTepl OacIIbUIBIKKA albIHABL. 3€pTTey HBICAHBIHA
¢bpanimy3 xa3ymbicel AHHa ['aBanpmanbiy «Kait rana Oipre» (2004), opeic xa3ymisickl Cepreit
laprysosteiy «®otocypercis kitam» (2011), kaszak >kasymibicel JlykenOaii Jloc)kaHHBIH «AK
Opnaa» (2005) ceIHIBI TOCTMOIEPHUCTIK poMaHaps! anbiHabl. [lapmk, Mockey xone Hyp-Cyinran
CHUSIKTBI 9JIEM acTaHaJIapblH OCHHEICHIeH KOPKEM TYBIHABUIApFa TEPMEHEBTUKAIBIK TalIay Kacay
apKBUIBI TOMEHJICTIICH acTaHa MOJIENbIEPl aHBIKTaabl: 1. «AcTaHa — XpOHOTOIY; 2. «AcTaHa —
omeMi Kaia»; 3. «AcTaHa — eCTeNIKTep Kalackl»; 4. « ACTaHa — IPaBOCIABUEIIK Kaiay; 5. « AcTaHa
— MaHcall Kanacel»; 6. «AcTaHa — )KaHa MEMJIEKETTIH CHUMBOJIBD.
Tyiiin ce3aep: NOCTMOIEPHU3M, KalallbIK Ip03a, MOJEIb, aCTaHa.
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